VI
RECENT ADVANCES IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF
YOUNG CHILDREN1
(1938)
THE title of my lecture is too ambitious, and the necessities of time
will impose a rigid selection on the topics with which I can deal
I shall only be able to speak of some recent advances. I shall take
"recent" as referring to the last ten years, but in particular to the
time which has elapsed since I had the privilege of addressing the
British Psychological Society on this same subject early in 1932.
The detailed work to which I shall refer has for the most part been
carried out since that date.
I want first to discuss some general trends in child psychology
of great interest and importance, and then to refer to certain
specific studies. There will necessarily be many serious omissions,
many most important studies both in this country and abroad
which I shall not be able even to name.
The general trends I have in mind have carried much further
certain tendencies which in 1932 I suggested were likely develop-
ments from the then state of things. To put it briefly, it could
now be said that quantitative studies in child psychology are to
a considerable extent approximating to clinical studies, both with
regard to the methods and to the content of research. Quantitative
methods are becoming more flexible than they were and less
inclined to override or neglect complex facts for the sake of
statistical and experimental simplicity.
One interesting recent contribution is a monograph published
by the Society for Research in Child Development, on "Person-
ality Development in Childhood", by Mary Cover Jones and
Barbara Burks,2 This surveys to 1936 all the facts of personality
development in childhood which have been gained by objective
methods, and discusses the present status of various methods.
1 An Address given to the Education Section of the British Psychological Society
at the Twenty-Sixtfe Annual Conference of Educational Associations, 1938. Reprinted
from the Report of the Conference.
* Mary Cover Jones and Barbara S. Burks: Personality Development in
Society for Research in Child Development, Washington, D.C. 1936.
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